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                               For the full detail of this evening’s Council Meeting, please visit www.watchreadingohio.com. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Mr. Mattscheck called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
President Mr. Mattscheck led those in attendance in a prayer and then the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present:  Mr. Powell, Mr. Bronner, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Boehner, Mrs. Kroeger, Mr. Thamann  
& Mrs. Eadicicco. 
 
OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Albrinck. 
 
PROCLAMATION: 
Mayor Bo Bemmes presented Gage Murphy with a Proclamation for his State Wrestling Championship.   
Gage is Reading’s 5th State Champion. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve March 18, 2025 (Regular) Council Minutes Meeting made by Mr. Boehner, 
seconded by Mr. Bronner carried by voice vote. 
 
AUDIENCE ASKING PARTICIPATION:  
Kevin Parker (Eagleview Way)– (1) The alleyways in Ward 2 are in bad shape.  Questioned if there is any money 
that can be used to fix these up?  Mayor Bemmes responded that now that we have a little bit of money this can 
be discussed.  (2)  Market Street & Jefferson Avenue will back up if/when the proposed ODOT project comes to 
fruition.  Can money be set aside to keep those streets kept up so it will meet the demand of additional traffic?  
Mayor Bemmes response – yes, that will be considered as well 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: None 
GUEST SPEAKERS: None                 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: None. 
 
GUEST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL REPORTS: 
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes: 
I want to say congratulations to Reading High School senior Gage Murphy who won the 165-pound State of Ohio wrestling 
championship. Gage was undefeated this year winning 55 matches without a single loss, becoming the 5th State Champion 
in RHS wrestling history.  
 
Every day I, my administrative team, and each of our dedicated employees work very hard to provide the best possible City 
Services with the resources we are given. We do this by making sure, to the best of our abilities, that we maintain adequate 
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staffing in each of our departments and providing them with the equipment and training that they need to do their jobs 
while living within each department’s budget. Our constant goal is to protect life and property and through preparation and 
education prevent as many potential mishaps as is possible. 
 
Through our District 2 Integrating Committee that distributes Ohio Public Works funding for infrastructure improvements 
we were awarded $826,400 in grant dollars to improve all of East Crest Drive (including water main improvements) all of 
Crestmont Drive and West Crest from Crestmont to Keith Drive. We were also awarded $826,400 in interest free loan 
dollars to be able to complete the $1,652,800 project.  

I want to urge everyone to vote yes on State Issue 2 during the May 6 Primary Election. Passing this issue will allow for 
continued funding for the State Capital Improvement Program from which we have received dozens of 50% Grants to 
repave our residential streets, replace aging water mains, replace curbs and install new driveway aprons.   

I want to thank our Reading Chamber of Commerce and our Reading Bridal district for all that they do to help keep the 
businesses that we have and their help in attracting new businesses to locate here.    

Please get to know your neighbors and look out for them and call 911 immediately if you see any suspicious or illegal 
activity.   

Please sign up for emergency alerts and warnings from Hamilton County Alert and Smart 911 at AlertHC.org  

Please contact me anytime with any questions, comments, complaints or concerns at rbemmes@readingohio.org  
or 513-509-8619. 

SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR:  Patrick Ross:   
- SCIP Program – Please vote “Yes” on Issue 2. 
- Annual Ohio EPA MS4 report submitted 
- Code of Ordinances updated on American Legal 
- Appropriations will be submitted to County upon completion 
- Will be implementing new software for Mass Notifications, Code Enforcement & Zoning/Planning. 
 
LAW DIRECTOR:  Dave Stevenson: (No Report) 
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TREASURER:  Brenda Owens  (Absent, Report given by Finance Chair, Andy Bronner) 

                       
 
AUDITOR:  Sabrina Smith:  
Currently working in the back office closing the end of the month since it’s April 1.   
Will get the monthly report to everyone once it is reconciled. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
FINANCE:  Andy Bronner  (No Report) 
 
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS:  Mark Bishop 
UL&B Report:  A meeting of the Utilities, Lands and Buildings committee was held on Wednesday March 12 at 
6pm in Council Chambers regarding the development of a parking lot and possible pocket park at Benson and 
Market.  I reported this information in this report in its entirety last meeting, but submitting the report tonight 
for the record. 

Topics discussed: 
a. A discussion about the planned parking lot design, specifically regarding greenspace. 
b. Discussion regarding potential greenspace on Market and Benson streets. 
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c. Discussion of other potential opportunities for greenspace or improvements in the City. 
 
See attached related document provided by members of Rooted in Community. Our previous report on 3/4/25 
included all pages sent by R.I.C.  Here we focused on the Pocket Park. 
 
Notes from discussion: 

1. Need to have the area surveyed including the parking are for park when the parking lot is surveyed. 
2. Adding pole lamps on Market would be cost prohibitive, but lights for the new parking lot will be 

upgraded per Mr. Ross. 
3. Eliminate the curb cut on Benson. 
4. Design of the pocket park. 
5. Discussion of the need to discuss concept only at this time. 
6. Some discussion of the new parking lot took place, but we are leaving that up to JMA at this stage.  

Design concepts were forwarded for the park and parking lot. 
 

On 3/17 Mr. Ross wrote:  
JMA going to provide estimate for repaving as is and other one to take out asphalt, get rid of curb cut on Benson and 
leave basically open grass area. 
 
They aren’t landscape architects to pick right trees etc.  they are going to try similar space to the one drawing you 
had provided. 
 
If that’s the way we move forward then we would just have to pick trees, plants, benches, tables etc. 
 
Followed by: Our public works could easily pour a concrete walkway when that aspect would be determined. 
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ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Dave Powell  
The safety service director emailed the map for the proposed CRA yesterday to myself and our economic 
development consultant. The next step is the building study will be conducted in the area.  
 
LAWS & CONTRACTS:  Katie Eadicicco  (No Report) 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Shelly Kroeger 
Police Department run count for March 2025 
·         Calls for service                       1148 
·         Auto Accidents                        33 
·         Booking Original Charges        106 
·         Total Criminal Charges            155  
 
Citations Issued  
·         Hamilton County                     7 
·         Arlington Heights                    33 
·         Juvenile                                     1 
·         Reading Mayor’s                     146 
Total Citations                                  187  

Fire Departments run count for March 2025  
·         EMS Responses                       216 
·         Fire Responses                        35 
Total Responses                               251  

March was a busy month for our officers.  After an alert from the FLOCK System, a stolen vehicle was stopped, and the 
driver was arrested for an open felony warrant. There was an assault by a known suspect and charges were filed. There 
were several calls for theft, criminal damaging, OVI, overdose, trespassing and disorderly conduct. There were two subjects 
found to have gun shot wounds. Both subjects were treated at UC hospital and released. There was also a victim that 
reported being scammed out of $90,000 after turning money into Bitcoin and giving information to an unknown suspect 
over the phone. Please talk to the older people in your life about giving out information to people they don’t know. The 
scammers are getting better and better. 

As a continued reminder, please remember to lock your vehicles or remove all valuables. Also, if you are having packages 
delivered and you won’t be home, please ask a neighbor or someone you trust to pick up the package for you. More and 
more packages are being stolen from porches, and it will only get worse with the warmer weather. 

The Public Health and Safety committee met to discuss upcoming needs of both the fire department and the police 
department. The police department has opted to forgo their yearly 2 new cruisers to purchase much need equipment. The 
equipment needing to be purchased is new Intoxilyzers, as the current ones will be going out of service, a new camera for 
the detectives office to use on crime scenes, the old one is falling apart and very old and outdated, a new evidence 
refrigerator, the current one is 20 years old, pepper ball weapons system with supplies, these are needed for another less 
than lethal weapons system and 3 police vehicles will be getting new window tint. 
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The fire department got word that the new engine has an estimated finish build date of March 2026, which is 6 moths 
ahead of schedule. They are also looking to do a remount on an ambulance. The savings of a remount compared to a new 
one is about $100,000. Body amour for active shooter response and new turn out gear for new hires were two other items 
they would need to purchase soon. 

·   Presented life-saving award to Reading High School student following choking incident at Reading Skyline . 
·   Conducted Touch-A-Truck and career day events at Reading Schools. 
·   CPR/AED training provided for the staff at Mt Notre Dame Health Care. 
·   Provided CPR, AED, and tourniquet training to members of the Reading Police department. 
 
SERVICE:  Bob Boehner           
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RECREATION:  Scott Thamann 
Looking ahead:  
- We will host our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 19 at the Haffey Fieldhouse.   
   The fun begins at 10:00 a.m.  
- Reading Clean-up Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 26, from 10-noon. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  
Andy Bronner – Would like us to look into implementing a Vacant Building Registration ordinance.  This was put 
into the Laws & Contracts committee. 
 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
READING OF ORDINANCES:  
(1) AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER  
      EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF READING, STATE OF OHIO, DURING THE PERIOD ENDING  
      DECEMBER 31, 2025.  (Second Reading) 
 
        Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Bronner, to suspend the rule that requires a third reading. 
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by Mrs. Kroeger to adopt the  
        ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
      
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                    ORDINANCE NUMBER 2025-15 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:   
         

ADJOURNMENT: 
Mr. Boehner moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Kroeger seconded.  Motion carried by voice vote.   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 pm. 

 

X______________________________________           X______________________________________ 
   Carla Albrinck                                                                Kevin Mattscheck 
   Clerk of Council                                                                President of Council 


